
John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the coming of the Savior. John prepared people by preaching in the 
wilderness. John proclaimed: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). 

Advent is a season of preparation. “Advent” means coming, so we are preparing for the coming of the Savior. Cer-

tainly, we can see preparations taking place for the celebration of His coming as a baby in Bethlehem. We decorate 
trees and prepare to sing wonderful Christmas hymns about Jesus.  

Yet, we are preparing for more than just the celebration of Jesus’ birth over 2000 years ago. We are also prepar-
ing for His coming at the end of time, when “He will come again in glory to judge both the living and the 
dead” (Nicene Creed). We prepare ourselves for His Second Coming in the same way that people prepared for the 
coming of Jesus in the days of John: repentance. 

By hearing God’s Word and letting the Law of God speak to us and work upon our hearts and minds, we recognize 
our need to fall in repentance before God and seek his mercy and grace. God delivers! On the Last Day, all believers 
in Christ will be ushered into the eternal life that God has already prepared for us. We await the coming again of 

Jesus with anticipation and joy. 
Lest we forget, Jesus still comes to us even today. Even as we hear God’s Word and recognize our need for repent-

ance, Jesus comes to us even now with words of forgiveness and life in Him. Today, right now, through the Word and 

the Sacraments, Jesus comes to us with God’s love and mercy. We need not wait for the Last Day, for we already 
have received God’s gracious gifts in Jesus Christ. 

As we celebrate Advent, we celebrate the coming of Jesus in the past (Christmas), in the future (the Last Day), 
and even in the present (through Word and Sacrament). May God bless our Advent through the precious gift of His 
Son, our Savior, Jesus! 

~Pastor Kevin Mann 

IN OUR CONGREGATION… 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
Stewardship Thoughts  www.lcms.org/stewardship 
Matthew 3:1-2 In those days John the Baptist came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” John prepared the way 
for Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, when Jesus’ min-
istry was complete and He was raised from the dead, He 
sent out His disciples to preach “repentance for the for-
giveness of sins” (Luke 24:47). We never outgrow the 
need for repentance - for examining our lives, turning 
away from our sins, and turning toward Jesus in faith to 
receive his forgiveness and strength for a renewed life of 
godliness. 
 

GriefShare is a special 13-week support group designed 
to help you find hope and encouragement after the death 
of a loved one or friend through videos and sharing. We 
know your grief hurts and we want to walk beside you in 
this difficult journey. Peace will offer a GriefShare support 
group on Wednesdays beginning January 11 through April 
5, from 10–11:30am. You may register online at 
www.griefshare.org, contact Rose Murphy at 260-744-
3869 or at cafeministry@peacelutheranfw.org. 
 

GriefShare Assistants: Do you have the gift of being 
a caring and active listener? Then you are a good candi-
date to assist the GriefShare facilitator at the GriefShare 
meetings held at Peace on Wednesdays, January 11 – 
April 5, from 10-11:30am. You don’t need to commit to 
every meeting. We can set up a schedule to meet your 
needs. There will be a video training session at the café 
beforehand. Contact Rose Murphy at 260-744-3869 or 
cafeministry@peacelutheranfw.org. 
 

Companionship Workshop: Sharing Peace Café Min-
istry, in association with The Lutheran Foundation, is of-
fering a workshop in the evolving area of Companionship 
Ministry. This will be in the Sharing Peace Café on Satur-
day, January 21, 2023, 1-5 pm. Reservations are required 
and can be made through the church office at 744-3869  or 
secretary@peacelutheran.org. 
 

Peace Parish Choir Cookie Walk: Today is our 
Choir Cookie Walk! Cookies will 
be sold by the pound. Coffee, hot 
chocolate, and snack breads will 
also be available during the walk. 
See you there! 

LSSI Christmas Family Project: December 5, is the 
deadline for Christmas family gifts. Order items through 
www.LSSIN.org/Christmas/ or see details in the narthex. 
 

Small Group Bible Study: Good news! We are form-
ing another small group to enjoy time together in God’s 
word and in fellowship with others. There is no day or 
time set yet, but the group plans to start after the first of 
the year. Of the current groups, if you like coffee and can 
meet during the day, then the first Tuesday of the month 
group, which meets at 1:00pm in the conference room is 
the one for you. There is also the once a month Friday 
night group that meets at a church member’s home. If you 
are interested in joining a group or willing to start a new 
group, please contact the church office at secre-
tary@peacelutheranfw.org or 744-3869. 

Dennis Wheeler, Elder 
 

YOUTH… 

Youth Group: Those youth in 6th-12th grades meet on 
the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month from 6-8pm. We 
spend time in God’s word, share our cares, enjoy snacks, 
play games and more! Upcoming plans for December... 
December 6: Make and send cards for Pastor Ted in Iraq 
and for our members of Peace who are not able to come to 
church. 
December 20: Youth Christmas Party, 6-9pm (Note the 
time)! There will be a Christmas Gift Exchange, games, 
pizza, devotions and Christmas hymns in the Sanctuary.  
Bring a snack to share and a wrapped gift that is suitable 
for a guy or girl. Wear your best Christmas garb if you 
like. Bring a friend! This is a wonderful way to celebrate 
the coming of our Savior together! 
 

Young Adult Ministry on Zoom (YAMz): Young 
adults meet on Zoom Sundays at 7pm. If you are 18 and 
up (out of High School) and would like to meet on Zoom 
with other young adults, contact Rose at 260-402-1679 or 
cafeministry@peacelutheranfw.org for Zoom details. 
 

IN OUR CAFÉ… 

Café Volunteers are needed on weekday mornings at 
9am for an hour or two to take orders and payments. If you 
would like to serve in this way, contact Rose Murphy at 
260-402-1679 to set up a time for instruction. We’ll work 
with you for a schedule that fits your needs. This is anoth-
er great way to serve in this beautiful mission at Sharing 
Peace! 

Share, Serve, Celebrate 
Week of December 4, 2022 

mailto:cafeministry@peacelutheranfw.org


Cards in the Café will meet on Monday, December 12 
from 1-3pm for a few friendly rounds of Euchre! Come a 
little early to get a good seat, some snacks and your favor-
ite beverage from the Café. It’s such a great time with 
family, friends and neighbors! Bring a snack to share if 
you like. There will not be Cards on December 26. 
 

Exercise Class Schedule: Classes are held in the 
Wellness Room below the stairs. Enter via door #3 from 
the parking lot. No previous experience necessary. Every-
one is welcome for fun, fitness, and fellowship. $5 per 
class session. 

 Chair Yoga: Monday and Friday, 11am-12pm 

 Yoga: Tuesday 6-7pm 
(Bring a yoga mat if possible, but mats are available.) 

 CardioTone: Monday, 5-5:45pm; Thursday, 6-6:45pm 

 Zumba: Canceled until our instructor recovers from an 
injury. 

 

IN OUR SCHOOLS… 

Concordia Lutheran High School 

 Join us for the Concordia Clarity Webinars 
 There’s a lot to think about when finding the right 

school, so let’s break it down! Join Concordia Luther-
an High School administrators, coaches, and teachers 
as they talk about what makes Concordia special, from 
academics to extracurriculars to our foundation in 
faith. Watch past webinars or register online at https://
go.clhscadets.com/concordia-clarity-webinars. Join us 
as we talk about Our Foundation in Faith with Mr. Ja-
cob Pennekamp, Head of School. The final webinar is 
7pm on December 6, but you can still watch previous 
episodes. 

 Give A Piece Of History This Christmas: Con-
cordia is selling pieces of the original 1963 gym floor 
in support of the continued renovations to The Cage. 
Prices range from $30-$125, as well as requests for 
other sizes. Purchase a piece by contacting Greg Re-
hberg at grehberg@clhscadets.com or (260)483-1102. 

 The Concordia Lutheran Church Men’s Club  
is selling Christmas trees and wreaths. The 
tree lot is at the Church/School, 4245 Lake 
Avenue and open 2-8pm weekdays, 9am-
8pm Saturdays, and noon to 8pm Sundays. 
Choose from Scotch Pine, Douglas Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Blue Spruce, and wreaths. 

 Christmas at the Embassy: Join us 
for our annual Christmas at the Embassy concert at 
4pm on Sunday, December 11 at the historic Embassy  

Theatre. Tickets are $12 for students/seniors and $18 for 
general admission and available at Ticketmaster or the 
Embassy Box Office. 
 

Lutheran South Unity School 

 Kindergarten Roundup: LSUS is having kinder-
garten roundup programs at the school on Monday, 
December 5 and January 9 at 6:00pm. Please tell 
friends and family about it. Everyone will meet the 
principal and the teacher, as well as learn kindergar-
ten expectations. The registration process will also 
be explained. If you have any questions, please call 
the office or contact Barb Johnson at the school. 

 Caramel Sauce: The LSUS Parent Club is selling 
jars to raise funds for events and activities for our 
students. Buy your jar in the Café!    $15/16 oz jar 
 

OTHER CONGREGATIONS… 

Healthcare Student Scholarships: The Lutheran 
Foundation (TLF) offers scholarships (starting at $1,000) 
to students pursuing degrees in healthcare professions. 
This broad category encompasses a variety of undergradu-
ate and graduate healthcare degrees, such as Nursing, 
Medicine, Dentistry, Mental health, Lab tech, Physical/
Occupational therapy, And more! For full details on eligi-
bility and to apply, visit https://thelutheranfoundation.org/
investing/scholarships Applications are due at noon on 
February 1, 2023. Contact Nan Meyer with any questions 
at nan@thelutheranfoundation.org. 
 

Candlelight Christmas Vespers Concert: A can-
dlelight Christmas Vespers concert will be held at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church (Preble) in Decatur. On Saturday, 
December 17th at 6:00pm, the saints of St. Paul's will 
gather to celebrate the feast of Christmas by candlelight 
with an early music Vespers concert held in the historical 
tradition of the Lutheran church. All are invited to the 
church fellowship hall to partake in a dessert and coffee 
reception. 
 

Emmaus Cookie Fair: Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
School & Preschool is having a Cookie Fair Saturday, De-
cember 10, 9:00am-noon. Christmas cookies and other 
favorites (including gluten free) will be sold for $7.00/
pound. Free decorative tins are available for easy “gift 
wrapping!” Gourmet cookies, Rada Cutlery, homemade 
salsa, jam & jelly, and kitchen hand towels are also availa-
ble. Come get some delicious homemade goodies and en-
joy a complimentary cup of coffee or hot chocolate! 

This Week at Peace   12/4/2022-12/11/2022 

Sun 
Dec 4 

9:00am 
10:30am 

 

Worship Service with Communion 
Choir Cookie Walk 
Education Hour 

Mon 
Dec 5 

 
11:00am 
3:30pm 
5:00pm 

LSSI Christmas Family Gifts Due 
Chair Yoga  
Board of Elders 
CardioTone 

Tues 
Dec 6 

 
6:00pm 
6:00pm 

Small Group Bible Study Bulletin Items Due 
Youth Group 
Yoga 

Wed 
Dec 7 6:30pm Worship Service with Communion 

Thurs 
Dec 8 

6:00pm 
7:00pm 

CardioTone 
Choir Rehearsal 

Fri 
Dec 9 11:00am Chair Yoga 

Sat 
Dec 10   

Sun 
Dec 11 

9:00am 
10:30am 
4:00pm 

Christmas Choral Service with Communion 
Education Hour 
CLHS Christmas at the Embassy 

Next Sunday Scripture Readings  (Third in Advent) 

Isaiah 35:1–10 

James 5:7–11 

Matthew 11:2–15 


